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'MR pAndA LiVeS nExT DooR' 
Whenever Jessica has a problem, she doesn’t talk to

her new  Mum - she tells her toy friends who live next door,

and they help her.  They even let her know when she is wrong,

somehow it’s easier to hear it from them. Together they

confirm the rights and condemn the wrongs.  And in between,

Jessica learns to love her new Mum and baby brother,

and make friends at school.


Jessica’s Dad and new Mum, move from the country to the suburbs.  So she has to move too!  A new house, new school, new neighbours and no kids.  Everyone works - the place is deserted and Jessica is lonely.  Then she gets the really bad news - soon she would have a baby brother or sister.  


Sitting in the one and only tree in their new garden, Jessica thinks she hears the toys on next-door’s washing line talking to her! A big pink panda with his head chopped off, a blue/white striped kangaroo, a patchwork tortoise, a tartan snake and other toys, all hang forlornly waiting to dry.


Once she gets over her disbelief, she helps stitch the panda back together and makes friends. MR. Panda suggests a tea party on the back lawn.  He promises that she will never be lonely again.  And she isn’t! Their little talks help her get through a very difficult time in her life and one day, they’ll be friends with Jessica’s children too.

whO aRe the tOys?  




anD wheRe diD theY cOme fRoM ?


For Jessica,
seven is a difficult age. Especially when you can’t remember your real Mum and your Dad falls in love with a perfect stranger.  The wedding was good (being the flower girl made her feel special) but now this - a baby brother or sister! Getting used to a new Mum, new home and new school, is confusing and lonely but Jessica doesn’t think a new baby in the family is the answer.  The discovery of some old soft toys hanging out to dry, changes her life forever.  Now she can have as many tea parties as she wants, because her new friends will always be there.


Friends like MR Panda.  But what an introduction!  There he is in all his glory, his head removed and hung out to dry in the most embarrassing manner.  Really!  His ears are the most sensitive part of him.  How would you like to be strung up by the ears - and shoulders?  It hurts!   Pink - he is made of pink and white fur!  Why couldn’t he be more gentlemanly - more distinguished - black and white perhaps?  The color pink doesn’t suit his old-fashioned character at all. MR Panda is the type who believes in courtesy, kindness and manners. 


When ancient MRS Emery had made him ’specially for the kind nurse who’d looked after her in hospital, (the next-door neighbor) the only fur ‘On Special’ was pink!  The pattern used was one that MRS Emery found in her mother’s sewing box. The same pattern used for her own childhood toy, more than 50 years before.  No wonder the others think he’s out of touch with today....  How can they judge?
  
I mean, whoever heard of a patchwork tortoise?  But at least Trevor was a predominately emerald (Irish) green and brown tortoise - good camouflage, you see - and environmentally friendly, or so he tells everyone. He loves to ear-bash anyone who will listen long enough, with all the latest facts and figures about the harm humans do to his environment.  You’d swear he’d kissed the Blarney Stone.  Ok, Ok, so he doesn’t actually live in Lake Joondalup, but he was made to raise funds to protect his cousins who do! And where does he get all those mind-numbing bits of trivia that constantly spew out of his beak?


Well, not from Kevin, that’s for sure.  He never stands still long enough to hear anything useful.  Not your usual kangaroo, Kevin is a blue and white-striped version with a deep blue satin pocket for special treasures.  But don’t trust him with them - or secrets.  He loves to give things away.  Kevin never manages to keep things in his pouch - he bounces around from morning ‘till night, which means he loses whatever treasure he’s managed to find.  He is constantly worrying about anything and everything and sure he can fix whatever the trouble is.  There’s always a solution because something always goes wrong.


Which always gives, Suzette the snake, one of her headaches. If it’s not her appearance, or her sensitive stomach, she’ll always find something “Not quite right” to have a little whinge about.  She’s a bit of a snob, actually.  Tartan was an unfortunate choice of covering for such a wondrous creature. 

At least it is silk, to suit Suzette’s French sensuality.  Anyway, the design would not be flattering on anyone else.  Always aware that she is different, Suzette has been sewn from expensive silk moiré in shades of pink and purple, especially imported from France, for a Year 12 ball gown. Her sylph-like silhouette shimmers. Her sequined necklace twinkles in the sun as she constantly preens herself and sighs at her beauty.  
wHat hAppeNs neXt ?


Well, one day Jessica has to dress up for the school play.  She is asked to come as her favorite toy.  What a lot of trouble that causes!  In the end, because everyone was so jealous, she invents someone new and old MRS Emery helps.   Soon, there is another toy at the tea parties - Arabella, a very bossy cook who flourished a big wooden spoon and has to taste all the yummy cakes and things before anyone else - just in case they are poisoned.
  
Another time Jessica needs to buy her Dad a birthday present, but she goes to the shops and can’t find just the right thing.  So she asks the toys to help.  In the end, they all decide to make something special.  But everyone argues and it causes the biggest fights, until Jessica nearly runs out of time.  But Dad thinks that the beautiful card, a fan-tabulous doorstop for his study and the special cake are the best birthday presents - better than money could buy.


There was this time the toys were attacked; Jessica has to go home, right in the middle of the tea party.  Her new brother or sister is about to arrive and all the toys are excited.  They sit around, on the rug, enjoying the sunshine and waiting for news.  Suddenly a big black dog races through the open gate and starts barking and biting and chasing and scaring all the toys.  What a disaster.  Next door’s cat pops her head over the fence and that saves the day.  She certainly gave that dog a run for his money!


I bet you’ve got lots of stories you’d like to tell the toys.  Perhaps they already know yours.  Perhaps you’ve got some toys living next door too?  There’s not much in this world that can’t be fixed when you’ve got friends like MR Panda, Trevor the tortoise, Kevin the kangaroo and Suzette the snake to tell your problems to.

STORYLINES

EPISODE 3
- ‘Meet Arabella’

JESSICA, dressed in her school uniform, bursts into the room and throws her schoolbag under the bed.  She slumps on the bed and looks out the window.  She is worried. Talking aloud, she wonders what she will do.

DIANE stands at the bedroom door and asks what the problem is.  Jessica being her usual self, avoids her new stepmother and goes outside to tell her friend, MR PANDA. DIANE calls after her, to take her uniform off, but Jessica ignores her.

JESSICA is sitting on the swing.  She is waiting for MRS C, from next door to come outside.  As MRS C comes out to hang up some washing, JESSICA calls “Hallo”.  MRS C invites her over for a tea party with the toys.

Soon JESSICA is helping to set up the picnic rug and bring out MR PANDA and the others.  

Once MRS C goes inside to look after the baby, JESSICA tells her friends about her problem - she has to dress as her favorite toy for the school play.  MR PANDA automatically assumes that JESSICA will want a pink and white outfit, like his.  SUZETTE argues that of course she would want to dress as a girl, slinky and shimmering in beautiful fabrics.  TREVOR tries his best to bring in the greenness of the environment and KEVIN wants her to have a pocket for her lunch.

Old MRS Emery, who is visiting MRS C, comes out to say hello to JESSICA and the toys.   She hears the argument and puts up a hand to stop the noise.

‘Now, Now.  There’s a simple solution.  JESSICA you imagine someone totally different to everyone here and I’ll make that toy and a matching outfit for you.”
Well, that starts another argument.  Everyone wants JESSICA to have an outfit that matches theirs.  But MRS. Emery explains that we aren’t all alike, and we shouldn’t be.  We should be ourselves, but for Tuesday, JESSICA will pretend to be someone else.

JESSICA is eager to start on her drawing of what she wants but first helps MRS C take the toys inside.  She dashes home, happy to begin.  DIANE offers to help, but JESSICA says she can manage.

The next day after school, JESSICA goes to visit MRS EMERY in her sewing room.  What a wonderful place!  It’s full of all sorts of interesting knick-knacks:  buttons, and ribbons and sparkling sequins, materials of every color and pattern.  But Jessica likes stripes best.

She shows MRS EMERY what she’s drawn and they begin to pick the materials and bits and pieces needed to do the job.  JESSICA is so excited that she natters and natters until the old lady asks her nicely to come back on Saturday.

JESSICA and the toys are sitting on the rug, having a chat when MRS EMERY arrives with her arms full of ARABELLA and a matching outfit.  She introduces the new arrival and JESSICA starts to change into her costume.

ARABELLA doesn’t say much; she just sits and grins at all the lovely bickies and things sitting in front of her.  “Who made these?” she asks.  One by one she tastes everything. When KEVIN tried to put a pink Vo-Vo in his pouch, she stops his hand.  “When I’ve tasted it - it must be perfect.  If not, we’ll throw these away and I’ll make some fresh.” 

DIANE calls JESSICA into supper.  She gives MRS EMERY a big hug and kiss to say thanks and rushes home to show her family her new toy and outfit.  

As she leaves, MR Panda and the others argue about how they never get to go home with JESSICA.

At home, DIANE is pleased to see JESSICA so happy and chatty and JESSICA allows her to take the outfit and press it ready for school on Tuesday.  

And that’s another story.

EPISODE 6 - “Dad’s Birthday Present”

JESSICA has a calendar stuck on the back of her bedroom door.  There is a big red circle around the date of July 30th - her Dad’s birthday.  

She goes over to her treasure box on her chest of draws and lifts the lid.  Oh dear, Jessica doesn’t have much money.  She looks through her pile of magazines and pamphlets from the letterbox, to find a suitable gift, but the prices are all too high.

DIANE stands at the door. She offers to help but JESSICA is very independent.  She wants to get a surprise for her Dad and she doesn’t trust DIANE not to tell him.  

When DIANE has left, JESSICA picks up MR PANDA from the center of her bed and walks to the window.  She tells him her problem and he suggests they ask the others for their ideas.

JESSICA calls over the fence to MRS C.  “Can we come round?”  

MRS C agrees and they go into the baby’s bedroom.  It is lined with shelves for all the toys to sit comfortably on.   The baby is lying awake in his cot with lots of interesting mobiles hanging over it.  

After JESSICA has said hallo to the little one, she grabs a stool and sits facing the toys.  “I’ve got to get my Dad something special for his birthday and I don’t have much money.”  JESSICA explains that she wants to keep it a secret from her step-mother, too.  

MRS C hears this and tells JESSICA that she has to pop down to the shops later “Would you like to come?”  JESSICA asks if she can borrow MR PANDA again to take him with her. 

MRS C agrees so JESSICA dashes home to tell DIANE.

At the shops, JESSICA and MR PANDA are wandering around looking for something suitable, when a little BOY stops in front of them.  “Why is he pink? Panda’s are black and white.”  

JESSICA knows how sensitive MR PANDA is about his color and moves away to protect him.  

The little BOY catches up to them again.  “Is he a boy or a girl? He looks like a girl.”  

JESSICA ignores him again and catches up to MRS C and the pram.  “Can we go home now?”  MRS C has not quite finished her shopping.  

The little BOY appears again and JESSICA tells him “What difference does his color make - he’s my friend. Now leave us alone.”  The little boy will not go away.  He tells JESSICA that he wants to know where he can get one because he needs a friend too.

JESSICA is eating dinner with her DAD and DIANE.  DIANE asks if she got what she wanted and JESSICA mumbles that she hasn’t.  

The next day, JESSICA is having a tea party with the toys and after MR PANDA telling the others about their shopping trip, they all decide to make something instead that wouldn’t cost any money and could get done in time. 

In MRS C’s kitchen, ARABELLA helps JESSICA make a birthday cake and  MR PANDA, TREVOR, SUZETTE and KEVIN together, make a huge birthday poster.  DAD is busy having his second helping of cake and DIANE is using Blue-Tak to put the huge Happy Birthday poster on the wall.  All the toys have been invited and watched the party with happy smiles.

EPISODE 10 - “A Terrifying Day”

DIANE drives the car into the driveway and JESSICA tumbles out, dressed in her school uniform.  

As a very pregnant DIANE slowly makes her way to the door and pushes in the key, JESSICA waits impatiently.  “What’s wrong, don’t you feel well?” She is eager to tell the toys about her day.  “A bad back ache.  It’s the baby getting bigger, I guess.”   

JESSICA ducks under the huge stomach and races to put her bag away.  “Change out of that first, young lady.” DIANE called after her.

JESSICA is sitting on the rug, enjoying the sunshine and telling her friends about her day.  She complains about DIANE being grumpy and the toys explain that it is because she is uncomfortable with the new baby and all.  

MRS C comes rushing out of the back door, to tell JESSICA to go home quickly.  DAD is taking DIANE to the hospital to get the new baby.  

The TOYS are excited and all chatter about whether it will be a boy or a girl.  

With all the excitement, the toys are left outside.  It’s getting cold and the sun is going down.  They complain that no one seems to care.  Are they going to stay outside all night?  

Just as KEVIN notices that the side gate is a little bit open, a great big black DOG sticks his head in.  

The DOG looks around and growls softly.  

The TOYS are terrified.  

The DOG bounds over to where the biscuits and cakes are laid out on the rug and stomps all over the TOYS to gobble the food.  

As the TOYS protest and roll out of the way of his huge feet and nasty teeth the DOG’s head swivels around to look at KEVIN.  

Next thing, the poor kangaroo (KEVIN) is clamped between two huge jaws and being shaken rapidly from left to right.

Tired of that toy, the DOG throws KEVIN and turns his attention to SUZETTE.  While he’s bounding around and barking and growling and making a big noise, the ginger CAT from next door jumps up onto the fence.  

The DOG sees her and throws SUZETTE away, eager to get the moving fluff-ball - something new to tease.

The TOYS shiver and shake but ask each other how badly they are hurt.  

Thank goodness it’s only a few bruises and SUZETTE complains that she’ll need a bath.  That horrible monster left his goober all over her beautiful skin.  

Just then, the patio light is turned on and MRS C looks out of the kitchen window.  She comes rushing out.  “Oh dear, I’ve left you all outside, I’m so sorry, it was the excitement.  What’s happened here?”  

As she tides up and carries the injured toys inside, JESSICA and her DAD arrive home.  

JESSICA races over to her friends.  

After the TOYS have told JESSICA what happened, she tells them that she’s got a new baby brother.  He’ll grow up big and strong, like her, and protect the toys forever.

* * * * * *
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SC 1:
INT:

JESSICA’S BEDROOM




DAY

JESSICA.
JESSICA, dressed in her school uniform, bursts into the room. She has a NOTE in one hand and her schoolbag in the other.
She is not happy, and throws her schoolbag under the bed.  

She slumps on the bed and looks out of the window.  

SC 2:
INT:

JESSICA’S SCHOOL CLASSROOM


DAY

JESSICA, TEACHER, SCHOOL MATES.

JESSICA is listening to the TEACHER as she hands around a note to all the students. 

TEACHER



Now don’t forget, dress as your favorite toy.



There’ll be a prize for the best outfit, but it must be



your favorite and in the parade,  you can tell us why.

JESSICA frowns and slumps in her chair. 

SC 3:
INT:

JESSICA’S BEDROOM




DAY

JESSICA, DIANE.
JESSICA holds the same slip of paper in her hand.  Reading it, she mumbles to herself. 

JESSICA



What am I going to do, MR. Panda?



Dumb school - I hate it!

DIANE stands at the bedroom door.  
JESSICA quickly hides the note behind her back.

DIANE



A problem?  Can I help?

JESSICA frowns at her stepmother and turns back to the window.

DIANE



Ok - just thought I’d ask.



Don’t forget to hang up your uniform.

JESSICA looks at the note again, folds it and puts it in her pocket.

JESSICA



Can I help?  Who asked you anyway?

JESSICA crosses the room to the door and slams it after her.  The noise of a screen door slamming follows soon after.

V/0 DIANE



Your uniform!

JESSICA can be seen through the bedroom window crossing the garden to sit on the swing.  

She swings high to look over the fence to MRS C’s backyard.

SC 4:  EXT:

JESSICA’S BACKYARD




DAY

JESSICA,  MRS C. 

JESSICA is sitting on the swing and reacts as she hears MRS C open her back door.   

MRS C comes out to hang up some washing on the Hills Hoist.  

JESSICA swings higher so she can look over the fence.

JESSICA 



Hello MRS C!

MRS C



Hi, Jess - how are you today?

JESSICA



Oh, OK.

MRS C



Just Ok?  That’s not like you.

JESSICA jumps off the swing and stands on the chair next to the fence.

JESSICA



I’ve got a problem.  A really big one and I don’t know what



to do about it.

MRS C 



Would you like to come over and talk about  it?  



We could invite the toys.

MRS C stands next to the fence.

JESSICA



Well - they’re the problem.

MRS C



The toys - I don’t understand? 



Why don’t you come and tell me all about it.



The toys don’t have to know, it’ll be out secret.

As JESSICA climbs the tree, ready to jump over the fence to MRS C’s backyard, 
MRS C holds up her arms to catch her.

JESSICA



But I have to - they’re my best friends - I tell them



everything.  I just don’t think they’re going to like this.

SC 6:
EXT:

MRS C’s BACKYARD




DAY

MRS C, JESSICA.
JESSICA is helping MRS C to hang out her washing.

JESSICA



I’ve got to go to school dressed as my favorite toy.

MRS C



Well, haven’t you anything to wear?  ‘Cos I’m sure 



I’ve got something, or we could improvise.

JESSICA passes more wet clothes up to MRS C.

JESSICA



What does it look like?

MRS C



What dear?

JESSICA



Impra...

MRS C picks up the empty basket and smiles at JESSICA.

MRS C



Oh no, it just means make something up.  You know...

JESSICA



No, the trouble is who.

JESSICA follows MRS C across the verandah.

MRS C



Sorry dear - you’ve lost me again.

JESSICA stops MRS C as she opens the back door and whispers.

JESSICA



I’ve got to decide who my favorite toy is!

SC 7:
INT/EXT:
MRS C’s KITCHEN/BACKYARD



DAY

JESSICA, MR PANDA, KEVIN, SUZETTE, TREVOR, MRS C, BABY THOMAS.
JESSICA and MRS C are carrying out the picnic things then come back inside to carry MR PANDA and the others outside. 

Whilst the TOYS help set-up for the tea-party, JESSICA is not saying a word.  

MRS C smiles encouragingly, walks back inside to pick up BABY THOMAS who’s banging a spoon loudly on his high chair.  She brings him to the sliding doorway, suspiciously pats his bottom and turns to leave.

MRS C



I think Tommy is wet.  I’ll be back in a tick.



You start without me.

SC 8:
EXT:

MRS C’s BACKYARD




DAY

JESSICA, MR PANDA, KEVIN, SUZETTE, TREVOR, MRS C, TOMMY and 

MRS EMERY.
JESSICA has all the toys arranged around her.  She sets out the tea things and prepares to tell her friends about her problem while everyone tucks into their afternoon tea. 

MR PANDA



I’ve got a bone to pick with you, young lady.

SUZETTE



So have I, mez ami.

KEVIN



Yes, we’ve all discussed it, and agreed.  Now it’s



your turn.

TREVOR



I don’t want anything to do with this.  Count me out.

JESSICA



What are you all talking about?  You don’t eat meat,



MR Panda, do you?  Picking bones -  nope, can’t see it.

MR PANDA



Pardon - of course not.  Let me finish. I’ve something



important to tell you.

MRS C comes to join the tea party.

MRS C



Well, have you told them?

MR PANDA



Yes, I was just starting to.  Them?  What?

KEVIN stretches across SUZETTE to reach a piece of cake and MR PANDA frowns at his bad manners.

JESSICA



Well, it’s just that....   You see....  it’s like this.

MR PANDA



Kevin.  Yes, as I was saying, we’ve all discussed it and



we want to know.  Have you made a decision yet?

KEVIN



But I’m hungry.

TOMMY the baby yells from the house and MRS C gets up to check on him.

MRS C



I don’t think he really wants a nap, do you?

SUZETTE



You’re always hungry.  One day you’ll be too fat to fit into your



stripes - I’m sure zay are getting vider.

JESSICA



No, of course not.  It’s not that easy.  How am I supposed



to choose?   Could you?  Just like that!

SUZETTE



But of course!  What’s so hard? Just decide which one and 



the others vill understand.  Kangaroos should not vear stripes,



it accentuates ze belly.

KEVIN



We might be a little upset, but I’m sure we’ll get over it.

TREVOR



Whatever you decide - we won’t mind - really.  We’ll



all get a turn, eventually - won’t we?   My belly!  That’s to



hold up my pouch.  Must have lots of room there!  Did you



see what I found this morning?

TREVOR starts rummaging around in his pouch.  He pulls out lots of odds and ends, which ordinarily would not fit in the space available: a lamp, toy car, red scarf and a large, ticking alarm clock.

KEVIN



My goodness, where do you get all this stuff?  You haven’t



taken anything that doesn’t belong to you, have you?

MRS C arrives with a wriggling TOMMY in her arms.

MRS C



I wondered where that clock had gone.  I was almost late



for my doctor’s appointment this morning, you know.

TREVOR sheepishly hands the clock to MRS C.  

TOMMY wants to grab the toy car and TREVOR tries to hide it in his pouch.

SUZETTE



That’s not nice, Trevor, let ze boy play wiz ze toy. Eh?

MRS C



Well, have you told them?

JESSICA



I haven’t had a chance - I can’t get a word in edgewise!

MRS C



I’ll tell them - she has to dress as her favorite toy for the



school parade.

EVERYONE reacts with glee.  They all start talking at once.  

As they talk, they each imagine JESSICA in an outfit to their design.

MR PANDA imagines JESSICA in a pink and white 18th century gown with a bustle and a fur coat.

MR PANDA



Of course, dear, you’ll want a pink and white outfit, like mine.  


Pink is a girl’s color. 

SUZETTE imagines JESSICA in a full length fitted, sequined evening gown, dripping in diamonds and pearls.

SUZETTE



Mais non, of course she would want to dress as a girl, 



but slinky and shimmering in beautiful fabrics zat ‘ave a 



slimming effect, non?  Never fur.  

Old MRS EMERY comes shuffling out of the back sliding door. 

She waves hello to everyone and joins the party as MRS C brings over a fold-up chair from the patio. 

KEVIN imagines JESSICA in a pair of blue and white striped dungarees with huge pockets.

KEVIN



I think stripes would look good on you - and you must 



have a big pocket - for your lunch.

TREVOR imagines JESSICA in first a red flowing chiffon fantasy fairy costume with leaves and flowers in her hair.  The gown blows in the breeze, then turns to green, as he speaks.

TREVOR



The blue of the sky…  Red is a good color; the red earth up 



north is famous.  Something green - leaf green, my favorite! 

MR PANDA



Favorite?  Favorite toy?  But who will you choose?



Whoever you choose - the others will be hurt.  


I don’t envy you my dear.

All the toys sat in shocked silence and watched JESSICA closely.

JESSICA



That’s what I’ve been trying to tell you but you Trevor,



you said the others would understand....

TREVOR



I was talking about taking one of us for a sleepover,



one night.  Certainly not picking your favorite.  

KEVIN



Yeah - which one’s your favorite, JESS, I won’t tell.



I’m good with secrets.

SUZETTE



Ha!  Impossib-ler! Nev-er.

MRS EMERY puts up a hand to stop the argument.  

MRS EMERY



Now, Now.  There’s a simple solution. Jessica, you imagine 



someone totally different to everyone here and I’ll make that toy 


with a matching outfit for you.  We aren’t all alike, and we 



shouldn’t be.  We should be ourselves, but for Tuesday, Jessica 


will pretend to be someone else.

SC 9:
INT:

MRS C’s NURSERY




DAY

JESSICA, MR PANDA, KEVIN, SUZETTE, TREVOR.

JESSICA is putting her friends back on their shelves.

TREVOR



How about taking one of us with you tonight?

JESSICA



I’m sorry - I need to concentrate.  I have to hurry if MRS Emery



is going to have enough time.  Perhaps tomorrow night - OK?

MR PANDA



But who will it be - have you decided?

JESSICA



How about you decide.  I really don’t mind.  As Trevor



said  it’ll be fair if you all get a turn.  So you decide for



me and I’ll pick whichever one of you it is, up tomorrow.

As JESSICA leaves, the toys all start arguing with each other again.

KEVIN



I don’t think she cares one way or the other.  I think she’s



only interested in the new one.

MR PANDA



Now Kevin, don’t say that.

But all the toys exchange worried looks.

SC 10:
EXT/INT:
MRS C’s HOUSE




DAY

JESSICA, MRS C.

JESSICA dashes through MRS C’s, says goodbye and zooms out the front door.  

We see JESSICA through the window as she runs down the path; skids round the letter box and up the driveway of her own house.

SC 11:
EXT/INT:
JESSICA’s HALLWAY



DAY

DIANE, JESSICA.
DIANE spins around as JESSICA whirls past her and smiles.  

JESSICA runs into her bedroom and grabs her schoolbag, hauling it with her into the dining room.  

SC 12:
INT:

JESSICA’S FAMILY ROOM


DAY

JESSICA, DIANE.

Excitedly JESSICA dumps the contents onto the dining table and separates the felt-tips and paper.  

JESSICA grins at Diane.

DIANE



Can I help?

JESSICA



No thanks.  I’ll manage.  But I’d love a glass of milk please,



if you’re not too busy.

DIANE brings Jessica a drink of milk and a sandwich.

DIANE



That’ll keep your strength up for such an important job.

SC 13:

MONTAGE - JESSICA’S IMAGINATION         
            DAY
MONTAGE: A series of images as JESSICA imagines all sorts of different toys she has seen, being careful not to choose the appearances of MR Panda or the others.   Eventually as JESSICA draws, a body takes shape, then the face, then the clothes.  

SC 14:

FAMILY ROOM(as in SC 12.)/KITCHEN          
            DAY
JESSICA, DIANE. 

JESSICA smiles across to DIANE who is preparing food in the kitchen.

JESSICA

 

How do you spell ‘Arabella’?

SC 15:  INT:

MRS EMERY’s SEWING ROOM



DAY

JESSICA, MRS EMERY.

JESSICA is visiting MRS EMERY in her sewing room, a wonderful place full of all sorts of interesting knick-knacks, buttons, and ribbons and sparkling sequins, materials of every color and pattern.  

She shows MRS EMERY her drawing and they began to pick the materials and bits and pieces needed to do the job.  

JESSICA 



I think I like stripes best.  Or maybe spots - we haven’t got



anything spotty - have we?  I like checks, and flowers, and



these little animals...

JESSICA is so excited that she natters and natters until the old lady puts a hand up.

MRS EMERY



Jessie, I think it would be better if I got on now.  



I’ve got lots to do and you’ve given me plenty of ideas,



but leave me alone now, and ask Diane to bring you



back on Saturday.  All right?

Reluctantly, JESSICA agrees.

SC 16:  EXT:

MRS C’s BACKYARD




DAY

JESSICA, MR PANDA, KEVIN, SUZETTE, TREVOR, MRS C, MRS EMERY, ARABELLA.

JESSICA and the toys are sitting on the rug, having a chat.

JESSICA



Wait ‘till you see my new toy - you’ll love her....  

SUZETTE



Her - it is a her!

MRS EMERY arrives with her arms full of ARABELLA and a matching outfit.  

MRS C also appears.  

MRS EMERY shows the new arrival and JESSICA is so excited she changes into her new outfit in front of everyone.

The toys are not happy.   

They sullenly watch the proceedings and JESSICA is oblivious to their feelings. 

MR PANDA



Do you think you should be doing that here?

SUZETTE is also shocked.  

ARABELLA doesn’t say much; she just sits and grins at all the lovely bikkies and things sitting in front of her.  

ARABELLA



Who made these?

One by one she stretches across to taste everything.  

When KEVIN tried to put a pink Vo-Vo in his pouch, she stops his hand mid-air.  

ARABELLA



When I’ve tasted it - it must be perfect.  If not, we’ll throw these



away and I’ll make some fresh.

TREVOR



Can you cook?

ARABELLA nods and TREVOR and KEVIN smile. 

SUZETTE leans over to MR PANDA to whisper in his ear. 

SUZETTE



I zink she iz going to be trouble.

THE END OF EPISODE 3.
'MR pAndA LiVeS nExT DooR' 
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EPISODE 6 - ‘Dad’s Birthday Present’

SC 1:
INT:

JESSICA’S BEDROOM




DAY

JESSICA, DIANE, MR PANDA.
Jessica enters her bedroom with folded letterbox sales pamphlets and closes the door.  She has a calendar stuck on the back. There is a big red circle around the date of July 30th - her Dad’s birthday.  

JESSICA goes over to her treasure box on her chest of draws and lifts the lid; there are a few coins.  

She sits down on the bed and looks through her pile of magazines and pamphlets trying to find something suitable.

DIANE stands at the door. 

She offers to help but JESSICA is very independent.   

When DIANE has left, JESSICA picks up MR PANDA from the center of her bed and walks to the window.  

JESSICA



Come on MR Panda, surely you can help?   Have you got



any ideas?

MR PANDA



Well Dear, a nice tiepin - or a smart silk cravat, or a new



bowler....   a new wallet - his favorite journals perhaps?

JESSICA



I don’t even know what a cravat is?  Besides - I don’t have 



enough money - do I?

MR PANDA



In that case, all I can suggest is that we should ask



the others.

SC 2:
EXT:

JESSICA’S BACKYARD




DAY

JESSICA, MRS C, MR PANDA.
JESSICA can see MRS. C weeding in her back garden.  She calls over the fence. 

JESSICA 



Hi MRS C.  Can we come round?

SC 3:
INT:

MRS C’s NURSERY




DAY

JESSICA, MR. PANDA, KEVIN, TREVOR, SUZETTE, ARABELLA, BABY.
All the toys are sitting comfortably on the shelves.
The baby is lying awake in his cot with lots of interesting mobiles hanging over it.  

JESSICA says hallo to the baby grabs a stool and sits facing the toys while MR PANDA explains.  

MR PANDA



Jessica has a problem.  She has to get her father



something special for his birthday.  Something not too pricey.



My suggestions fell on deaf ears, so we’re appealing to you



all - have you any thoughts?  Hush-hush too.

JESSICA



It’s got to be a secret from her - Diane - I know she’d just



blurt it out, if she knew.  She tells Dad everything!

SC 3:
INT:

MRS C’s HALLWAY




DAY

MRS C, JESSICA.
MRS C is passing the door-way and overhears.  She pops her head into the room.

Just as the others open their mouths to make suggestions all at once, MRS C interrupts.

MRS C



I have to pop down to the shops later - d’you want to come?

JESSICA



Can we take MR Panda - he has very good taste?  And



he’s a man.

The other TOYS jealously react.

TREVOR & KEVIN



So are we!

SUZETTE



It iz not nice to discriminate - I have ze best taste! 



Ze french are renowned for it!  I would buy some-zing 



tres chic - non!   And I love to spend - it iz my life!

JESSICA dashes home to tell DIANE.

MRS C



Oh definitely - and Jess would agree.   But I think this



time, we’ll take MR Panda, OK?

TREVOR



Get him something useful - an organic gardening book....

KEVIN



Boring!  Let’s go to the dump - you’ll be amazed



what people throw out - and it wouldn’t cost....

MRS C smiles as she leaves.

SC 4:
INT:

TOY DEPT IN STORE




DAY

JESSICA, MR PANDA, LITTLE BOY, MRS C, BABY.
JESSICA and MR PANDA are wandering around looking for something suitable, when a LITTLE BOY stops in front of them.  

LITTLE BOY



Why is he pink? Panda’s are black and white. 

JESSICA moves away to protect MR PANDA.  

The LITTLE BOY catches up to them again.  

LITTLE BOY



Is he a boy or a girl? He looks like a girl.  

JESSICA ignores him again and catches up to MRS C and the pram.  

JESSICA



Can we go home now? 

MRS C



But I’ve not quite finished my shopping and you haven’t



looked at much.

The LITTLE BOY appears again and JESSICA turns swiftly on him 

JESSICA


What difference does his color make - he’s my friend. 



Now leave us alone!

The LITTLE BOY will not go away.  He grabs JESSICA who tries to shake him off.

LITTLE BOY



I want one - where can I get one - I need one too!

The boy’s MOTHER comes storming up the long aisle, pushing a leaden trolley with a young baby laid in the front section and a toddler holding onto the back.

MOTHER



I told you to stay with the trolley - get here now!

The LITTLE BOY looks at JESSICA with sad eyes and turns around to go to his mother.

JESSICA looks up at MRS C.

JESSICA



He really needs a friend, doesn’t he?

SC 5:
INT:

JESSICA’S FAMILY ROOM



DAY

JESSICA, DAD, DIANE.
JESSICA is eating dinner with her DAD and DIANE.  

DIANE



Did you get - get an answer to your question?

JESSICA



What question?

DIANE



With Mrs C?    You had a question, a problem?



You know - on the back of your door - the red ring?

JESSICA quickly looks at her Dad.

DAD




Can I help, Sweetheart?

JESSICA frowns at DIANE.

JESSICA



No - it’s OK Dad - I can manage.

JESSICA frowns at DIANE again.

SC 6:
INT:

MRS C’s PATIO





DAY

JESSICA, MR. PANDA, KEVIN, TREVOR, SUZETTE, ARABELLA.
JESSICA is having a tea party with the toys on the Patio, because it is raining. 

MR PANDA is holding court - telling the others about their shopping trip.   

MR PANDA



I felt sorry for the poor chap - he seemed so lonely.

JESSICA



Yeah - I felt really mean - pushing him away and all that.

KEVIN starts emptying his wondrous pouch.  He brings out bits of crushed colored paper, a large bottle, scissors, paste, string, stones, necklaces, shells, magazines, a table to lean on, a table cloth....  the pile gets bigger.

KEVIN



Well - I’ve got a solution - let’s make something!

JESSICA



Wow!

TREVOR



You amaze me - you’ve actually cleaned up the environment



and are suggesting my favorite hobby - re-cycling!  I’m proud 



of you Kev.

MR PANDA



Splendid!  Splendid, Old chap.  What do you suggest?

SUZETTE slithers through the paper, around the shells, slides under the necklaces and rolls the bottle around.



SUZETTE



A zing of beauty – unique!  But, you will need my ‘elp.

ARABELLA points her nose in the air, sniffs in disgust at SUZETTE.

ARABELLA



I’ll make a beauty of my own.  A scrummy, yummy



chocolate cake with loads of icing.

SC 7:
INT:

MRS C’s KITCHEN





DAY

ARABELLA, JESSICA, MR PANDA, TREVOR, SUZETTE, KEVIN.
ARABELLA is busy making a birthday cake. 

JESSICA is trying to help but getting in ARABELLA’s way.

MR PANDA, TREVOR, SUZETTE and KEVIN are huddled together on the counter, making a huge birthday poster.  

Their work of art stands proudly on the dining-room table.  It is a heavy, decorated bottle, which MRS C tries to pick up.

MRS C



Should we wrap it, or do you think that would spoil the effect?

SC 8:
INT/EXT:
JESSICA’S FAMILY ROOM



DAY

JESSICA, DAD, DIANE, NANNA, GRAMPS, AUNTY JO, UNCLE PETER, SALLY, DAVID, HENRY, MR PANDA, KEVIN, TREVOR, SUZETTE, ARABELLA.
It is DAD’s birthday and balloons are hung around the room, cards stand on every surface and bits of used wrapping paper are piled next to the cards.  

NANNA & GRAMPS, AUNTY JO and UNCLE PETER are chatting to DIANE.  

JESSICA’s cousins, SALLY, DAVID and HENRY can be seen running around the back yard.  They burst in through the sliding door yelling and pushing.

DAD is busy having his second helping of cake and DIANE is now using Blu-tak to put the huge Happy Birthday poster on the wall.  

All the toys are seated around the room with JESSICA’s favorite tea-set arranged around them.  They sit still and silent, happily watching the party.

HENRY reaches over and roughly grabs TREVOR the tortoise and boots him across the floor.  

JESSICA rushes over but DAD leans down and gently picks up TREVOR.

As he hands him over to JESSICA, he puts his arm around her shoulders.

DAD



Thank you, Sweetheart; this is the best birthday, ever!

THE END OF EPISODE 6.
'MR pAndA LiVeS nExT DooR' 

1st Draft 
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EPISODE 10 - ‘A Terrifying Day’  SCENE BREAKDOWN

SC1:
EXT:

JESSICA’s HOUSE





DAY

DIANE, JESSICA.
DIANE drives the family car into the driveway. 

As soon as it stops, JESSICA tumbles out, dressed in her school uniform.  

A very pregnant DIANE slowly makes her way to the door and pushes in the key.

SC2:
INT:

JESSICA’s FRONT DOOR/HALLWAY


DAY

JESSICA, DIANE.
JESSICA waits impatiently.  “What’s wrong, don’t you feel well?” 

DIANE looks down, over her enormous lump,  “A bad back ache.  It’s the baby getting bigger, I guess.”   

JESSICA ducks under the huge stomach and races to put her bag away.  “Change out of that first, young lady.” DIANE called after her.
SC3:
EXT:

MRS C’s BACKYARD




DAY

JESSICA, MR PANDA, SUZETTE, KEVIN, TREVOR, ARABELLA.
JESSICA is sitting on the rug, enjoying the sunshine with her friends the toys.  She is telling them about her day and complains about Diane being grumpy. 
MR PANDA and SUZETTE explain that it is because she is uncomfortable with the new baby and all.  

The telephone is heard ringing inside the house.

SC4:
INT/EXT:
MRS C’s KITCHEN





DAY

MRS C, JESSICA & TOYS as SC3.
MRS C puts the phone down and slides open the kitchen window, which looks out onto the backyard.  She yells to JESSICA to go home quickly.  

SC5:
EXT:

JESSICA’s HALLWAY




DAY

DAD, DIANE.
DAD is in a state of panic about taking DIANE to the hospital. He keeps grabbing things, losing them, searching and checking that DIANE is OK.

JESSICA runs in.

SC6:
EXT:

MRS C’s BACKYARD




DAY

TOYS as SC3
The toys are still sitting where Jessica left them and chatter about whether it will be a boy or a girl.  With all the excitement, they are left outside. 

It’s getting cold and the sun is going down.  They complain that no one seems to care.  Are they going to stay outside all night?  

SC7:
EXT:

JESSICA’s HOUSE





DAY

LARGE BLACK DOG.
The house is silent.  The driveway is empty.  The reticulation comes on and waters the garden beds.   
A large black DOG is investigating bushes but jumps in fright as the spray of cold-water hits him.  The DOG lumbers over to MRS C’s house.

SC8:
EXT:

MRS C’s BACKYARD




DAY

TOYS as SC3, LARGE BLACK DOG, GINGER CAT.
KEVIN notices that the side gate is a little bit open.  

A great big black DOG sticks his head inside and looks around.  It growls softly.  
The dog bounds over to where the biscuits and cakes are laid out on the rug and stomps all over the terrified toys to gobble the food.  

       

The toys protest and roll out of the way of his huge feet and nasty teeth.

The DOG’s huge head swivels around to look at KEVIN.  

MR PANDA is telling everyone to ‘Stay calm.  Someone will come.’

KEVIN is clamped between two huge jaws and being shaken rapidly from left to right.

TREVOR is frozen in terror.  

The dog throws KEVIN and turns his attention to SUZETTE.  

While he’s bounding around and barking and growling and making a big noise, the GINGER CAT from next door jumps up onto the fence.  

MR PANDA shouts at the dog, telling him to “Unhand her, you cur!”

KEVIN is shouting for MRS C to come and help.

The DOG sees the GINGER CAT jump down into the yard and dash across to JESSICA’s fence.  He throws SUZETTE away, eager to get the fast-moving fluff-ball.

SC9:
EXT:

MRS C’s FRONT YARD




DAY

GINGER CAT, LARGE BLACK DOG, MAN.
The GINGER CAT races through the open gate and across the front lawn, zig-zags away from the sprinklers in Jessica’s yard, across the road and safely over the fence at No. 27.  

A man from further down the road calls “Butch - Butch.”  The DOG races towards him.

SC10:
EXT:

MRS C’s BACKYARD



SUNSET

TOYS as SC 8.
It is almost dark.  MR PANDA is lying on his back breathing heavily.  

TREVOR is bounding frantically in all directions.  

SUZETTE is leaning on KEVIN.  

Tea party paraphernalia is strewn all over the yard.  The blanket is dirty and scrunched up.  

The toys shiver and shake but ask each other how badly they are hurt.  
SUZETTE complains that she’ll need a bath; that horrible monster left his goober all over her beautiful skin.  

The patio light is turned on.

SC11:
INT:

MRS C’s KITCHEN





DAY

MRS C, TOYS as SC8.
MRS C looks out of the window and sees the toys and mess outside.

SC12:
EXT:

MRS C’s BACKYARD




DAY

MRS C, TOYS as SC8.
MRS C comes rushing through the sliding door.  “Oh dear, I’ve left you all outside, I’m so sorry, it was the excitement.  What’s happened here?”  

She tides up and carries the injured toys inside.

SC13:
EXT:

JESSICA’s HOUSE





DAY

JESSICA, DAD.
JESSICA and her DAD arrive home. 
 JESSICA races over to MRS C’s next door.  

SC 14: EXT:

MRS C’s NURSERY




DAY

JESSICA, MR PANDA, SUZETTE, KEVIN, TREVOR, ARABELLA.
JESSICA excitedly tells the toys that she’s got a new baby brother.  

She looks around at her sad, dirty and torn friends and asks what happened.

A big tear rolls down her cheek as she hugs each one of them in turn and soothes them with the promise that her new little brother will grow up big and strong, like her, and protect the toys forever.

THE END OF EPISODE 10.
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